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An Engine Powered Band 
Music by Peter Jarvis, Opus 38 (2015) 

Poetry by Jacob Miller 

 

Instrumentation 

 

- Vibraphone 

- Piano 

- Electric Bass 

- Soprano 

Performance Notes 

 

Amplification: 

- Amplification is preferred for all 4 musicians even in “live bright” halls. It is not necessarily for 

volume, although it should assist in achieving precise balances. The amplification is more for a 

blend of sound; it is perfectly OK if the piece sounds “electronic” as a result.  

 - Ultimately, the amplification should be according to the acoustical environment.  My thoughts 

on amplification can be treated as a suggestion, not a requirement.  And, if amplification is not 

available it is perfectly alright to proceed with a given performance. 

 

General: 

- Accidentals apply only to the register in which they appear and are cancelled at the bar line in 

the traditional manner. 

 

Percussion: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the vibraphone should be according to articulation 

and the acoustical environment. 

- Mallets according to articulation and the acoustic environment. 

- A bow is required. 

- Motor off throughout. 

 

Piano: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the piano should be according to articulation and the 

acoustical environment. 

 

Text:  
Whenever possible, the text as written by Jacob Miller, and which appears in that format in this 

score, should appear in the printed program. 

 

Program Note 

 

 An Engine Powered Band was completed on September 11, 2015.  It is dedicated to two 

of my friends and colleagues; Lori Fredrics and Phred Mileski. In this quartet I set Jacob Miller's 

poem Engine. I admire Miller's work a great deal; this is my second experience setting his 

poetry. It speaks to me in a musical way, making the task of setting it to music a simple 

pleasure.              - Peter Jarvis 



Engine 

by 

Jacob Miller 

  

         First, 

            the voice of a shovel, 

                        then the clods of mud 

            pummeled the coffin. 

            

            But there was no 

                        barrage of words 

            about the soul after— 

                        only that shovel 

            coughing into soil. 

  

            The sky started out stoned today, 

                        with rain scribbling 

                        in too much light, 

            but later, by night, 

            the darkness was thick as a coma 

            when the digging paused, 

                        as if for a period or a comma. 

  

            Later still, 

                        the engine began, 

                        recalled what was felt— 

                        a light mist 

                                    breathing across a field, 

            the overgrown grass hugging one’s legs. 

  

            And outside the cemetery, 

                        life stretched for sleep, 

                        cried cries that glimmered 

                        like a promising thought 

                        then faded 

                                    in the back of a throat, 

            anticipating the extinction of a bulb. 
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An Engine Powered Band 
Music by Peter Jarvis, Opus 38 (2015) 

Poetry by Jacob Miller 

 

Instrumentation 

 

- Vibraphone 

- Piano 

- Electric Bass 

- Soprano 

Performance Notes 

 

Amplification: 

- Amplification is preferred for all 4 musicians even in “live bright” halls. It is not necessarily for 

volume, although it should assist in achieving precise balances. The amplification is more for a 

blend of sound; it is perfectly OK if the piece sounds “electronic” as a result.  

 - Ultimately, the amplification should be according to the acoustical environment.  My thoughts 

on amplification can be treated as a suggestion, not a requirement.  And, if amplification is not 

available it is perfectly alright to proceed with a given performance. 

 

General: 

- Accidentals apply only to the register in which they appear and are cancelled at the bar line in 

the traditional manner. 

 

Percussion: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the vibraphone should be according to articulation 

and the acoustical environment. 

- Mallets according to articulation and the acoustic environment. 

- A bow is required. 

- Motor off throughout. 

 

Piano: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the piano should be according to articulation and the 

acoustical environment. 

 

Text:  
Whenever possible, the text as written by Jacob Miller, and which appears in that format in this 

score, should appear in the printed program. 

 

Program Note 

 

 An Engine Powered Band was completed on September 11, 2015.  It is dedicated to two 

of my friends and colleagues; Lori Fredrics and Phred Mileski. In this quartet I set Jacob Miller's 

poem Engine. I admire Miller's work a great deal; this is my second experience setting his 

poetry. It speaks to me in a musical way, making the task of setting it to music a simple 

pleasure.              - Peter Jarvis 



Engine 

by 

Jacob Miller 

  

         First, 

            the voice of a shovel, 

                        then the clods of mud 

            pummeled the coffin. 

            

            But there was no 

                        barrage of words 

            about the soul after— 

                        only that shovel 

            coughing into soil. 

  

            The sky started out stoned today, 

                        with rain scribbling 

                        in too much light, 

            but later, by night, 

            the darkness was thick as a coma 

            when the digging paused, 

                        as if for a period or a comma. 

  

            Later still, 

                        the engine began, 

                        recalled what was felt— 

                        a light mist 

                                    breathing across a field, 

            the overgrown grass hugging one’s legs. 

  

            And outside the cemetery, 

                        life stretched for sleep, 

                        cried cries that glimmered 

                        like a promising thought 

                        then faded 

                                    in the back of a throat, 

            anticipating the extinction of a bulb. 
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An Engine Powered Band 
Music by Peter Jarvis, Opus 38 (2015) 

Poetry by Jacob Miller 

 

Instrumentation 

 

- Vibraphone 

- Piano 

- Electric Bass 

- Soprano 

Performance Notes 

 

Amplification: 

- Amplification is preferred for all 4 musicians even in “live bright” halls. It is not necessarily for 

volume, although it should assist in achieving precise balances. The amplification is more for a 

blend of sound; it is perfectly OK if the piece sounds “electronic” as a result.  

 - Ultimately, the amplification should be according to the acoustical environment.  My thoughts 

on amplification can be treated as a suggestion, not a requirement.  And, if amplification is not 

available it is perfectly alright to proceed with a given performance. 

 

General: 

- Accidentals apply only to the register in which they appear and are cancelled at the bar line in 

the traditional manner. 

 

Percussion: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the vibraphone should be according to articulation 

and the acoustical environment. 

- Mallets according to articulation and the acoustic environment. 

- A bow is required. 

- Motor off throughout. 

 

Piano: 

- Unless specifically indicated, pedaling for the piano should be according to articulation and the 

acoustical environment. 

 

Text:  
Whenever possible, the text as written by Jacob Miller, and which appears in that format in this 

score, should appear in the printed program. 

 

Program Note 

 

 An Engine Powered Band was completed on September 11, 2015.  It is dedicated to two 

of my friends and colleagues; Lori Fredrics and Phred Mileski. In this quartet I set Jacob Miller's 

poem Engine. I admire Miller's work a great deal; this is my second experience setting his 

poetry. It speaks to me in a musical way, making the task of setting it to music a simple 

pleasure.              - Peter Jarvis 



Engine 

by 

Jacob Miller 

  

         First, 

            the voice of a shovel, 

                        then the clods of mud 

            pummeled the coffin. 

            

            But there was no 

                        barrage of words 

            about the soul after— 

                        only that shovel 

            coughing into soil. 

  

            The sky started out stoned today, 

                        with rain scribbling 

                        in too much light, 

            but later, by night, 

            the darkness was thick as a coma 

            when the digging paused, 

                        as if for a period or a comma. 

  

            Later still, 

                        the engine began, 

                        recalled what was felt— 

                        a light mist 

                                    breathing across a field, 

            the overgrown grass hugging one’s legs. 

  

            And outside the cemetery, 

                        life stretched for sleep, 

                        cried cries that glimmered 

                        like a promising thought 

                        then faded 

                                    in the back of a throat, 

            anticipating the extinction of a bulb. 

  



Copyright © 2014 Peter Jarvis. All Rights Reserved. 

Member BMI. Printed in U.S.A.
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